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Scope of research

“Cosmopolitan Palermo” describes the recent changes that have occurred within the urban
texture of the sicilian capital, focusing on places and artefacts connected to international
exchanges.

The research is based on the hypothesis that change in contemporary cities is increasingly
dependent on flows of capital, people, knowledge and skills. In other words, large cities are
cosmopolitan because they mix references, investments, trajectories with highly
differentiated backgrounds.

More generally, one can talk of a “cosmopolitan urban regime” manifesting itself through the
forms of the local governance and the urban texture. A regime that requires social actors able
to manage these culturally different references.

Starting from this perspective, “Cosmopolitan Palermo” considers urban forms and actors of
cosmopolitanism present in the city in a lapse of approximately fifteen years (1992-2008).
The research focuses on recent transformations of the city centre. More specifically, it
identifies and analyses a series of urban transformations produced by interactions between
local logics and global networks. Through an in-depth study of these changes it clarifies the
relationship between flows of people, ideas and capital, on the one hand, and the production
of new urban forms on the other.

Why Palermo?

Palermo quite clearly changed “urban regime” at the beginning of the 90’s, opening itself up
again to visitors, information and capital from abroad. Palermo is affected by processes that
are analogous to those observable in other European cities, even if the pace and level of
change has often been more important elsewhere.

The recent character of this phase of globalisation in Palermo brings an advantage to the
researcher: it allows to observe these phenomena in a better way, precisely because they are
emerging.

Method

The research, carried out through statistical and documentary analysis, in-depth interviews
and fieldwork observations focuses on the following points:

- the recent evolution of the political context and patterns of local governance



- the recent evolution of (mainly in-coming) flows and urban forms
- the in-depth analysis of a series of 18 places and urban artefacts, which are representative
of the globalisation of the city centre

The interviews involved three categories of actors:

- opinion leaders and policy makers

- actors involved in the creation, design and use of the new urban forms
- foreign residents (businessmen, artists, students, professionals)

Mapping of new urban forms

The choice of places and artefacts expressing a cosmopolitan turn in Palermo is based on a
typology of interventions in Palermo:
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- reconversion of brownfields
(former industrial areas)
- rehabilitation and re-use of
historical buildings : :
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- public spaces
- multifunctional cultural spaces.

A sample of 18 urban forms
belonging to these five categories
have been investigated to trace
their genealogies and creation
process, on the one hand, and
their actual use, on the other. S :
Designers, architects, et
entrepreneurs, users and e
customers have been interviewed

to understand the relationships between urban forms and flows (local/non local influences
and references etc.) which criss-cross Palermo and the lives of some of its actors.

One of the outputs of this inquiry is a first step towards an /Atlas of urban innovation/ which
maps the places of innovation and explains how they have been created: a cd-rom with
graphic interface in flash, containing analytical accounts, pictures, maps and videos for each
of the selected urban forms in Palermo’s city centre.
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Piazza Magione
Anno di apertura: 2000

Categoria: Luoghi pubblici

Descrizione

Con i noe di Fiazza Magione si ndica un'ampia area
trala chizsa di Santa Maria dello Spasiro ela chiesa
della Tririta (XL sec., comunemente chismata dela
Magione, nzl quartiers storico dellaKaka, Quzsta
parte dela attz subi durant |a seccnda guerra
tarLialk pesanl bombarcamznt e la ridusser o ad
un cumue d mecene, attuae cnfigurszions s ceve
ad un'aznc di rigualifcaon ubana raalizzam
dallamministrazone comunale con fondistenziati n
nrcasions della Canferensa delle Naioni | nite per [
lotta al cimine Tarsnazionale del dicembre 2000
(curata dei laveri crea due mesi, costo 3 mliardi &
mzzzo dilire). Larea - trasformata da decenn di
abbandeno, di incuria = dal terremoto dl 1968 inunz
spiaratadi detriti ed utiizats unicamente come
parcheqgio e discarica abusiva {un procetto di
realizzazone diuna grande a°tenia LrbEna Tor venne
por Lol a compriento per Poppusicione delk suore del
convento tuttora o centro dela sinzza) - & ogg e
delle piazze pittimportants del centre storico,
importarte anche dal punco ci vista simbelico poich vi
& natn i gidice Fakore. 'amprocric “archeclogica”
adottato ne requpero dellarea Fa privilzgiato, proprie
comein un sito archedlogico, la salvaguarda delle
tracce preesistenti degl edifid e del tessuto viario
origirario {rioortati allz luce asportando materiale di
risulta e "esi di demoliziori). La scelta d comare le
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Santa Maria dello Spasimo
Anno di apertura: 1995

Catbegoria: Riuso patri
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Desaizione

|3 eimsadl S2n7a Maria delln Spasimn & sitare
quartere sterizc dellz Kalsa, | complesso orgnano,
nsalznt= agl inia del anquecento non fumal
cemolztato ¢ veane edbto nei secol a varie fungien:
prmo “sparia teatrale”dell aitth 3 Palarme (d=1
1£33), "lazzarsttc” per gi sppestat fintornc al 1620),
Pl mACATAR per [a conservaziane fi grana & ce-eal
€ di nuovo oscedale con uiterlor! mocifiche alaspetto
o yttario il 18551, Infire @ -ausa delalbivior = sl
1231 = dei terremat del 1940 & del 1068, o 3Tuthira
venne irmediatimente dsnneggiata e solamerte nel
1538 nziaman pri averid e pem e restErn. A
chiesa, 030 3dibita a spazo culrzle, 7a ur grandz
welure sinbuico per i Zaler ilors per zssere stals i
prma di mamumend setirati alo swote di sbbandane
grasie ad n pano di siquaificaione indiate allinzio
degi arn 'aC. Nel 1295 sonc statiracunerat ec aparti
al pukbico lex sanztono e rovine delz chiese di
stle goico-catalano con Influenze arake,
ceretievizzate da naravets sentral: 2 cithe sperts
Una scalinzta cenduce 3l bastione cirquecsntecco sul
quake si tova un giarding alberato.

capita eventi culurdli di varic generz, Dal
1597 oepita i Brase Greus, I3 Scuols Suropes




